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COMILLAS: caprice by Gaudi

JULY AUGUST   1991 

Friday, July 5th  1991             GHEDI   OVADA   

Starting time at 6.30 p.m.

Temperature 33°

It's very hot. We hope to sleep in a cool place, so we stop at 11 p.m. in a petrol station area on the motorway near Ovada.

Before going to bed Silvia, Anna, Antonella and Francesca give us an interesting show of music and dancing .

Saturday, July 6th 1991  OVADA   NICE   FIGUERAS   

Starting time at 7. At 9,30 p.m. we cross the French border. It's very hot; at 11 we have lunch in a cool parking area, where there are a lot of plays for children.

At 10 we cross the Spanish border and after 20 kilometres we arrive at Figueras, the town where the famous artist Salvador Dali was born in 1904.

First impression of Figueras at 11 p.m.: it's a modern and clean town, we are amazed by the most important building: the Museum of Salvador Dali, on the external wall it is covered by a lot of little sculptures representing the bread.

On the top there are a lot of statues made of plastic. The building is covered by a dome made of plexigas.

Sunday, July 7th 1991          FIGUERAS     PALAMOS      TOSSA DE MAR

At 9 we visit the Theatre Museum of Salvador Dali, the famous surrealist painter. We begin our visit from the 4th floor and we are amazed by the paintings and  the work of this modern and eccentric artist. In the courtyard there is an old black car with a statue of a woman and a boot on it and an umbrella of the top of all. A lot of plastic statues are on the windows around the courtyard. Under the dome the painter created the Sistine Dalinian Chapel with a very big painting, 18 metres high representing his wife Gala looking at the Mediterranean Sea.

Along the staircases there is an anthropomorfic college, two heads of dolls, the eyes and the nose are formed by the body of the rest of the doll.

Afterwards we drive to Costa Brava, we pass through Palamos and park after some kilometres

It's Sunday and there is a lot of traffic; it is impossible to park near the sea, we have a swim; the beach is sandy and the water is clear.

At 7 we drive towards Barcellona; now the coast is rocky, the road is winding and you go down and up, the sea is very beautiful, some spots are fantastic, some bays are wonderful. Many times we stop and see the landscape and we take some pictures.

At 9 we arrive at a cape where we stop to admire Tossa de Mar with its beautiful Castle on the top of the old Town.

After supper we park in the centre of the town and we go to the top of the Castle; the road is made of stones and well illuminated. It is marvellous.

Sunday, July 8th 1991          TOSSA DE MAR   MONTSERRAT   BARCELONA

We leave our parking place early because it is a park for buses. The Costa Brava continues in a beautiful rocky landscape with bays and clear water.

At 11 o' clock we are in the Terrassa where we want to visit the Visigot Churches, but we can't because it is Monday and every national monument is closed to the public. We are sorry, but life goes on, so we go to Montserrat 30 kilometres after Terrassa to visit the famous monastery. 

Montserrat means sawed mountain for its shape. It lies in a very large place and it is very typical and it has something imposing. The road to go up is very beautiful, but you can use a cableway too.

When you park up, you dominate all the plain down. There are a lot of people, cars and buses. The monastery was founded in the 12th century and became immediately famous all over Europe. Here Ignazio de Loyola and Richard Wagner went. The Cathedral is imposing and in front of it there is a big place. The church is full of pilgrims, we go to touch a ball in the hand  of a black Virgin Mary, called Moreneta.

From the monastery you can take a cableway to go to the top of the mountain and have a good look over the plain and visit Saint John's Chapel.

From the monastery we take a little road and go to Santa Cova (Saint Grotto), where in the 19th century a Virgin Mary's statue was found. The trip lasts half an hour. Now the grotto is inside the Church dedicated to the Virgin Mary.

At 7 o' clock we go to Barcelona, it is very difficult to park because during the night too the traffic is too intensive and it is impossible to find a parking place.

Barcelona has two million inhabitants, but if we consider  the outskirts, it has four million inhabitants.

We cross the town and we arrive at Badalona, where temporarily we park, but tomorrow we shall change for the fear of thieves.

Tuesday, July 9th 1991          BARCELLONA

We drive from Badalona to find the camping site Barcino, it is very difficult to cross Barcelona because the traffic is very intensive. This camping site doesn't exist now because on its old place there are works to build a new road.

In many parts of Barcelona there are yards of works for new roads and for new buildings for the Olimpic Games of 1992.

With difficulties we drive to another camping site in Prat de Llobregat, but it is not well connected with the centre of Barcellona and there are a lot of syringes on the ground.

So we go to another part towards Castelldefels and we find a lot of camping sites and choose la Ballena alegre ( the happy whale)

We have a quick lunch and at 1 o' clock our visit to Barcelona starts. By bus we go to España square, where we take the tube to go to the Sacrada Familia (sacred Family).

It is an uncompleted Church, begun in 1882 and designed by Antonio Gaudi. The design is very imposing, works are going on nowadays, two façades are completed: the façade of the Nativity and the façade of the Passion and of the death of Jesus Christ. The two façades have two different styles, one is floral and the second one is modern.

The towers are very high and it is possible to go to the top and pass from a tower to the other. From the top of the tower, it is very beautiful to admire the Sacrada Familia in construction. Works are going on slowly because it is used the money coming from the visitors and from the faithful.

After we go to the Passeig de Gracia, where we admire the house Pedrera, another work of Gaudi with the balcons made of worked iron and with strange chimneys

Then we visit the centre, where there are the Town Hall and the regional Parliament and very near the Cathedral dedicated to Sainte Eulalia. It is a gotic work begun in 1298 and I am very well impressed; if I compare this Cathedral and the Sacrada Familia, I can understand that a man can express beautiful things in different ways. It's fantastic.

From the Catalunya Square we walk along the Ramblas ( avenues with four rows of plane trees. The ramblas are very crowded; there are newsagent's kiosks and stalls of birds.

At the end of the Ramblas there is a big column of Columbus. Not a long way from the statue of Columbus there is a galleon, built some decades ago, made of wood.

At 9 we go back to the camping site for our supper. We are very tired and we need a rest.

Wednesday, July 10th 1991          BARCELONA   TARRAGONA

At 8 we catch the bus to España Square and go by tube to Picasso's Museum, but it opens at 10, so we go to Güell park situated in the North Eastern part of the town. It is a very popular garden designed, but partly realized by Antonio Gaudy in 1904-10. The entrance is very typical for the use of the earthenware tiles. At the centre of the garden there is a House-museum of Gaudi, where he really lived for 20 years. The furniture was designed by the artist himself.

By tube we go and visit the Picasso's Museum, there are a lot of rooms and paintings, overall about his first periods before the end of the 19th  century. So we can see a lot of paintings not of the cubiste Picasso.

Afterwards we go to Miro's Foundation, which is on the Montjuich hill, the Museum of Art of Catalunya, the Museum of Ceramics, the Archaeological Museum and the Ethnological Museum.

Now some of these museums are closed for restoration and there are a lot of works to set the hill for the Olympic Games in 1992: automatic staircases are being put on the hill, so you'll go to the top without fatigue.

Miro's Foundation is set in a new building and it is divided in two parts: in one of them paintings and works of modern artists are shown, in the other part there are Miro's works. I am with Silvia and we are amazed by the colours and the realism of this artist.

In the afternoon we have a swim both in the swimming pool and in the sea. But the beach is sandy and I don't like it very much.

At 7,30 we drive to Tarragona, where we stop to sleep and to see it tomorrow.

Thursday, July 11th 1991       TARRAGONA   POBLET   PEÑISCOLA

At 8,30 we go and visit the very beautiful Cathedral. It is gothic and it is built in 1171 and consecrated in 1331. It has a very beautiful cloister on the right side, built in the  12th and the 13th century. The life in the old part of the town is calm, but the new Tarragona is very busy ad industrialised.

At 10 o' clock we drive 40 kilometres Northwards and we arrive at the Poblet Monastery, halfway between Tarragona and Lerida.

The monastery was founded  by Raimondo Berengario IV, Count of Barcelona and King of Aragon in 1153 and occupied by  French monks, following the rule of Saint Benedict. It was restored in 1930 and after the Civil War Italian monks went here. Nowadays there are 40 monks living here. We follow a guided tour conducted by  a Catalan who speaks French and Spanish too. Catalan is very simple for me, living in Lombardy; so listening to French, Catalan and Spanish, we can understand our guide. There is a very beautiful cloister with a fountain  used by the Monks before meals. Near the cloister there is the Cathedral, where there are  the tombs of the Kings and the Counts of Aragon. A staircase connects the church with the dormitory where nowadays monks have a singular cell. There was a cellar, where a lot of casks are put. There is also a dining room, used nowadays; when monks eat, they can't speak to each other because they have to listen to reading of the Holy Scriptures.

After our visit to the Poblet Monastery, we drive to Tarragona and continue to drive Southwards.

The traffic is very heavy; we cross the river Ebro; in the region near  this river there are a lot of fields where the rice is cultivated.

At 7 we arrive at Peñiscola, where we have a swim. At 10 o' clock we go to the centre, where we park and go to visit the old part of the town. It lies on a rock, in a little peninsula, every house is a shop for tourists, all and everywhere is clean  and well organised for tourists.

The night life goes on until late, we don't know when because at 0,30 we go to our camper to sleep.  

Friday, July 12th 1991       PEÑISCOLA   VAL DE UXO   SAGUNTO   VALENCIA   PEÑON DE IFACH

After having a warning by the police  to not park a camper and after shopping ( i.e. buying some bread and milk) we go to the val d'Uxo to visit the grottoes of Saint Josef, where you go by a boat containing about 30 people. It is a little bit expensive, so we don't stop, we continue our trip and visit the Acropole of Sagunto.

The road to Acropolis is very steep and my camper has some little problems to go up. There are some ruins of the old fortresses: the Roman and the Medieval. The landscape from the top of the fortresses is very imposing.

In the afternoon we have a swim at the beach of Sagunto. It is sandy and I don't like it.

At 5,30 we continue our trip and we use the ring road of Valencia and the national coast road 340.

At 9 p.m. we arrive at Calpe and we park  under the Peñon de Ifach, a very big rock like a promontory surrounded by two beautiful sandy beaches.

Nowadays the Peñon de Ifach ( the big rock) is a National Natural Park. It is very beautiful and I dream to go to the top.

After 10 o' clock we walk in a funfair and along the seaside and the Marina.

Saturday, July 13th 1991       PEÑON DE IFACH   ALICANTE   ELCHE   MURCIA   BAZA

I get up at 7 and after washing and shaving I go to call mummy: all is o.k.

Then I begin the path to the top of the Peñon. The path is in a Mediterranean wood; when the rock is very steep, there is a tunnel and I pass in the other side of the Peñon . The last part is steep, I have to use my hands and I sweat a lot and finally I arrive to the top. The landscape from the top is fantastic: the bays, the marina and the mountains of the inland.

It is easy to cross Alicante because there is the ring road. At 10 o' clock we arrive at Elche where we park in front of a public park full of palms. Elche is very famous because there is the most important palm grove in Europe.

Following our guide we go and visit the huerto del cura ( the orchard of the priest) a very beautiful garden full of palms and other exotic plants. In the centre there is the imperial palm, dedicated to the princess Sissi. It is unique all over the world because it is like a chandelier with 8 branches.

After our lunch we drive to Murcia, where we visit the Monastery of the Saint Source. The Virgin Mary of this Sanctuary is the Patron of Murcia and its Region.

From this Monastery following the same road we drive to the top of the Cresta del Gallo, a mountain full of trees. We know that it was an old volcano, but we can't see anything, we ask someone, but nobody knows anything; so we begin our long trip to Granada, at 11 we stop some kilometres after Baza.

Sunday, July 14th 1991       BAZA   GRANADA   MALAGA   TORRES MOLINOS

At 7 we drive to Granada, where we park near the famous Alhambra.

The Alhambra is a very fantastic palace, it is one of the most beautiful thing, I have ever seen. First we visit the Alcazaba, the military quarter; after we visit the Alhambra, the Royal Palace divided in three parts: Mexuar for the administration of the Justice, the Diwan for the government and the Harem, the private residence of the Sultans. Every part has a patio with a basin and running water. The famous patios are the patio de los Arrayanes ( myrtles), the patio de los Leones (lions)sung by a lot of poets for its fascination and the patio de la Reja ( gate).

The most famous rooms are la sala des ambassadores, the largest of the Palace,( the ceiling is made of wood and the walls finely worked with drawings and writings for the victory of Allah, la sala de los reyes, la sala de los hermanos.

Last, not least we go to visit the Palacio del generalife ( the country residence of the Arab Kings); its fame is related with its wonderful gardens. In the centre there is the patio dela Acequia, crossed by a channel crowned by jets of water, myrtles, orange trees and rose trees. Everywhere there is water running through basins, in channels and in jets.

In the afternoon we go to visit the Cathedral, the front door is closed and, if you want to visit it, you have to pay. We visit the Royal Chapel where there are the tombs of the queen Isabel and of the King Ferdinando.

In the  Square in front of the Cathedral there are some young people, badly dressed and drug addict.

At 6 o' clock we drive to Malaga; we meet a lot of traffic in the opposite direction coming back from the sea because it is Sunday.

Malaga is a very big town with its 500.000 inhabitants; we stop in Torres Molinos in front of the seaside. The girls walk to the centre from 11 until 12.

Monday, July 15th 1991    TORRES MOLINOS   GIBRALTAR   TARIFA   SEVILLA

All the Mediterranean coast is very crowded and full of houses, camping sites and skyscrapers. The development of the coast has been very rapid and the roads are larger and faster.

At 10 o 'clock we cross the border to Gibraltar, it has been opened in 1984; there is a lot of trafic from Spain and back.

We have difficulty in finding a parking place, but at last we find an official parking for a cheap price. So we walk and visit the centre of the town: streets are very crowded and busy. The official language is English, but a lot of people or of tourists speak Spanish. Gibraltar is a mixture between British and Spanish customs.

We can't drive around the peninsula because our campers are 3 metres high and there are a lot of tunnels to pass through.

We don't go to the top of the rock by cableway car and so we don't visit Saint Michael's Cave and the Apes Rock. We go back to Spain and have a swim in the sea.

In the afternoon we drive downwards, we pass in front of the port of Algesiras, where a lot of Moroccans are waiting for a ferry boat to Ceuta and Morocco.

We stop near Tarifa to take some pictures of Africa. The straight of Gibraltar is 13 kilometre large.

After Tarifa we drive Northwards, the coast is not busy and crowded but there are some camping sites, we stop because we want to see a lot of windsurfers flying in the sea pushed by a strong wind; the windsurfers look like butterflies.

At 10,30 we take the motorway to Sevilla where we park at 1 at the Prado de  San Sebastian. We haven't visited the Speed Ring of Jerez de la Frontera

Tuesday, July 16th 1991    SEVILLA   CORDOBA

At 9 o' clock  our visit starts with the cathedral; it is the third largest cathedral all over the world after Saint Peter's in Rome  and Saint Paul's in London.

There are a lot of chapels very well decorated. These are the Major Chapel and the Royal Chapel with the tomb of the King Ferdinando.

Near the Cathedral there is the famous tower Giralda, the symbol of Sevilla with fine arabesques; on the top there is a colossal statue of the Faith, 3 metres high, which turns according to the wind.

Afterwards we go and visit the Alcazar, the royal Castle, a masterpiece of the mudejar art; we enter through the Puerta de Leon (lion gate), there are some patios: the Patio del Leon, the patio de las Donzellas and the patio de las Muñecas. There are also beautiful rooms: the room of ambassadors and the apartments of the Admiral.
All is very beautiful, but less than Alhambra in Granada. So it is better to visit Sevilla before Granada. After lunch we go and visit the old part of the city: the barrio (district) of Santa Cruz with its narrow streets. It is very beautiful to look at the patios full of plants and flowers.

It is very hot: 42 degrees and Grazia needs a bottle of water.

At 5 o' clock we drive to Cordoba, where we arrive at 9 and park near the Cathedral under orange trees.
Wednesday, July 17th 1991    CORDOBA   PALOS   FUSETA

Early at 8 we go to the famous Cathedral because at this time it is opened for the faithful, otherwise it is open for the tourists, but you have to pay. The Mezquita (mosque) is the second biggest mosque all over the world after the Mosque of Meccah in Saudi Arabia. Outside it is not very exciting, but when you go in, it is fantastic, you are in a forest of 850 beautiful columns everywhere. Fantastic, it's an international beauty. It was founded in 875 as a mosque, but when Cordoba was conquered and became Christian,  was used as a church. In a first time this monument was respected, but in 1523 a Cathedral was built in the centre of the Mosque. The columns are 11 metre high and are connected by two Arab arches composed by white and red stones. The style of the Crucero, the name of the Cathedral, is plasteresque  in strong contrast with the severe style of the Mosque.

After the Mezquita we visit the Roman bridge over the Guadalquivir a long construction build over 16 arcades.

After the visit we pass back through Sevilla, where we can see the quick construction of the village for the Expo 1992. We can understand that it will be ultramodern.

At 2 o' clock after Huelva we arrive at Palos de la Frontera, where we can see the Fontanilla, the   small fountain, where Columbus took the water for his first journey to the new Continent. It is a well, but we can't have water, so we go to the park near the monastery of the Rabida. It is too hot, so we have a shower under the jets watering the park.

At 7 we cross the Spanish Portuguese border by ferry because the bridge will be ready in September of this year.

Portugal looks poorer than Spain, we stop in Fuseta, a little tourist centre in front of an islet; its streets are narrow. The water is not very clean because we are not in front of the ocean.

After a swim and supper we talk with some Portuguese people in a mixture of Spanish, Latin, French and invented words.

Thursday, July 18th 1991    FUSETA   ALBUFEIRA   PRAIA DE ROCHA   CABO SÃO VINCENTE

At 8,30 we go to a fruit and fish market. It is difficult  to feel in an European country, there is something of the 3th world. The sellers of fruit and fish have very small desks and sell few goods.

When we arrive at Faro, the capital of Algarve, the conditions of the roads and of the houses are better. We stop in Albufeira, a developed tourist town; we park near the sea in a very beautiful bay, the water is clean and the bay is surrounded by rocks. I can look at seagulls for a long time. 

In the afternoon we go to another beach, the famous Praia de Rocha. This beach has a lot of rocks in front and it is exciting to swim from one rock to the other ones.

At 10,30 we drive to Cabo São Vincente, the South West point of Europe.

We park in front of a bay, three kilometres before the cape. It's midnight, there is the moon in a starred sky and a dozen of boats in the sea with illuminated lamps. It is a wonderful picture.

Friday, July 19th 1991  CABO SÃO VINCENTE     SANTIAGO DO CACÉM     LISBOA

The Bay where we have parked is very beautiful, we can go down by steps, but it is too cold, so we can't have a swim. We drive three kilometres and arrive to Cabo São Vincente. The coast is very high and rocky. There is a building for a lighthouse.

In Algarve the roads are very bad and winding, we don't feel to be in a European country.

After Odemira roads become better; we don't stop at Sines, the native town of Vasco de Gama, but we visit Santiago do Cacém because there is an old Templar Castle with double walls. Nowadays it contains a  cemetery. In some chapels of the cemetery, the tombs, made of wood, are visible because they are not covered by plates of marble. From the walls we can see a beautiful landscape.

We drive to Lisbon, where we arrive at 11 and we park in the Praça do Commerço (trade square), the centre of the town.

From the south you can go to Lisbon using the XXV April Bridge. Lisbone is a very big city, but we park just in the centre of the town. At night we walk a little bit along Augusta Street, only for pedestrians.

Saturday, July 20th 1991      LISBON    CASCAIS

We start our trip from Praça do Commerço where we have parked. It is the famous square all over Lisbon. In the North there is a Triumph Arch, in the centre a statue of Saint Joseph, the first on the back of a horse. Afterwards we go to visit the most picturesque district of Lisbon: Alfama near the Castle, this district was not burnt during the earthquake of 1755.

We visit the Cathedral, built in Romanesque style. Near the Cathedral there is  the church of Saint Anthony, who was born in Lisbon. This church was visited by the Pope John Paul II. Afterwards we go to the Castle, which was the Royal residence during the XIV and the XV century. Near the Church Vincente de Fora there is an interesting flea market.

In the afternoon we go and visit the Convent of Jeronimo do Belem, masterpiece of the manuelin art. It was founded in 1502, by the king Manuel, in the church there are the graves of Vasco de Gama and Comoes. The transept is very daring supported by two columns which resisted to the earthquake of 1755. In front of the Tejo there is a modern monument dedicated to the sea and to the strong Heroes who crossed it.

At the end of our visit of Lisbon, we admire Belem Tower, another masterpiece of the manuelin art and symbol of the town. Wanted by the king Manuel, it was erected in the river Tejo. The structure of the building is Romanesque Gothic, but decorations give it a Moresque and exotic aspect.

At 5 we drive towards Cascais. It is Saturday afternoon and the road along the river is very busy. At Estoril we go to the autodrome with great pleasure of Andrew.

After shopping in the supermarket Continente, we park in the centre of Cascais and at night we  walk in the centre. It is full of people. There are beautiful and famous villas, because this little town was frequented by kings not ruling and other important people.

Sunday, July 21st 1991         CASCAIS     TOMAR     FATIMA

At 7,30 we drive to the Hell Mount (Boca do Inferno) an enormous hole communicating with the sea through a grotto. The sea  is very quiet, so we can't listen to the infernal noise created by the waves.

Using the motorway we pass through  Lisbon and drive Northwards

At 1 o' clock we stop in Tomar where we visit the Monastery of Christ. It is the biggest of Portugal and it is interesting for the variety of the architectural styles from  the XII to XVII century. It was erected by Gualdini Pais, the master of the Templars, who were suppressed in 1314 and the king Dom Dinis created the order of Christ and Tomar was its seat.

The best part is the Church of the Templars, which was built in the 12th century, the side façade was joined in the XVI century in manuelin style. The Templars went into the Church on horseback to mean they were ready to the war. On the right side there is the big cloister (claustro grande); there are two other cloisters, in one of them there is the famous window of the Capitulary Room.

At 5 we arrive at Fatima, the all over the world famous Sanctuary. It is a very large spot and in front of it there is the Church of the Rosary, with its tower, 65 metre high, surmounted by a great crystal cross, which is lighted during the night services. The remains of the little shepards Francisco and Jacinta Marto are in the basilica in the right and the left side of the transept.

In the very large spot in front of the Basilica there is the Little Chapel of the Apparitions, the heart of the Sanctuary. It was built by the local people in 1919 in fulfilment of Our Lady's request.

When pilgrims come to Fatima with a priest, a service is celebrated in a modern chapel. We attended three services: in Italian, in Polish and in English.

There are a lot of people, but the spot is very large, so it looks there are few people.

Monday, July 22nd 1991         FATIMA     BATALHA   ALCOBAÇA     NAZARÉ     COIMBRA

In the early morning I find a shoemaker, who repairs my camera bag. In Fatima there are large and starred hotels, a lot of shops of religious articles, but in the outskirt houses are poor.

At 11 we arrived at Batalha, where there was a famous battle between Portuguese and Spaniards in 1385. The history of the monastery begins with a wow, made by the commander in Chief of Portuguese Army.

The Monasteiro de Santa Maria de Vitoria is a masterpiece of the Gothic art. The façade divided in two parts  and the Chapel of the founder located on the right side of the nave are very beautiful. In the centre of this Chapel there are the tombs of the king  John the 1st and of his wife Felpa of Lancaster, hand in hand. Through the left nave you can go to the Royal Cloister, where there is the Capitulary Room.

Near the Cathedral there's a fruit market. Some farmers come from the country to sell their products. The standard of life in Portugal is poorer than in Spain. We drive to Alcobaça to visit the monastery of Saint Mary just in the centre of the town. In the transept there are two tombs, masterpieces made by an unknown sculptor: on the right the tomb of  Pedro I and on the left his lover Ines De Castro, murdered by  the courtiers and crowned after her death.

Some kilometres from the centre we visit the museum of the wine. There are hundreds and hundreds of bottles of  different types of wines. They are from different regions of Portugal and from the Islands of Madeira and Azores. There are also the old instruments to grow the vine up and to obtain the wine.

The Museum is located  in the old rooms, where wine was kept and on the walls you can see the crust of the contained wine. A vinedresser is our guide and we can understand the meaning of his speech in Portuguese. 

We drive to Nazaré for a swim, but it is too windy and cold and we can't have a swim, but we have to put on a jacket or a sweater. Nazaré is situated in a very beautiful spot with a sandy beach in the centre, rocky beaches on the left and is crowned by green hills on the right hand.

One thing hits us: old women are working a lot, they are black dressed and stay along the roads and streets selling fish or cakes or inviting the tourists to hire a room. We see some fishermen coming from the sea and taking the fish and the shellfish from the nets.

We drive to Coimbra, where we park near the river, just below the old town.

Tuesday, July 23rd 1991         COIMBRA   OPORTO     BRAGA     BARCELOS     TUY

We walk to visit the old part of the town after seeing Praça do Comerço and the Monastery of Santa Cruz.

Through the Arch of Almedina we walk into the old part of the city in interesting and narrow streets. The old Cathedral (Sé Velha) is one of the best Romanesque building all over the Portugal. The façade is original and it is composed by two arcades, one on the other. The interior is severe and beautiful in the same time, but you feel that this church is not used nowadays. On the right there is a little cloister to be visited.

On the top of the hill there is theUniversity with a lot of old and modern buildings. It is the oldest University in Portugal and one of the most famous in Europe. The oldest part of University was given by the King when he transferred his royal residence from Cordoba to Lisbon.

In the afternoon we drive to the centre of Porto, the second town of Portugal, just to have a look, but we don't stop and continue our journey northwards. Oporto looks more modern and clean.

At 7 o clock we stop in Braga, where we visit the cathedral, whose façade is ruined; it is the seat of a primate Cathedral of Portugal.

At 8 o clock we are in Barcelos, but all the shops of pottery are closed because the closing time is at 6 o' clock.

We cross the river Niño over a bridge made by Eifel in the 19th century.

At 10 we cross the Portuguese-Spanish border and we pass the night in the first Spanish town: Tuy.

Wednesday, July 24th 1991         TUY     TOYA    SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

At 9 we drive Northwards; I find Spanish easier than Portuguese and I can understand better speeches and television. We are in Galicia where people speak both Galician and Spanish; Galician is very similar to Portuguese.

We go to the little Island of Toja, where we park near the casino and in front of the sea. In the afternoon we have a swim, the water is limpid, but the temperature is cool. We pick up a lot of crabs for aunt Grazia, who eats them immediately.

At 6 we arrive at Santiago de Compostela, where the traffic is very busy and it is very difficult to park: we need three quarters of an hour to park.

We visit the Obradoiro Square which lies at the heart of the living museum, which is the city of Santiago de Compostela; ll the city is a jewel, the Cathedral is a miracle of  Romanesque and Baroque art and sculpture.

Since the discovery of the Apostle's Tomb, it has been the goal of thousands of Christian pilgrims. Works began in 1075, the façade was built in 18th century. The cathedral is very large and impressive.

Since 11 o' clock we are staying in the Obradoiro Square to wait for the fireworks. There are a lot of pilgrims and more than 30.000 people. The square is completely full and it is very beautiful. The fireworks are excellent at an international level and they come from different squares along the façade and from the towers. The drawings made by the fireworks are very beautiful and we are very enthusiastic.

At the end of the fireworks we want to go immediately to our campers, but there are too many people, so we are pressed by the crowd, luckily it is not dangerous because there are no reason of panic.

Thursday, July 25th 1991         SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

We get up late and at 9,30 we walk to Obrad0iro Square where a lot of people are going to wait and see the Prince of Asturias Don Felipe de Borbon. Military bands and soldiers of different arms create an impressive atmosphere.

The Prince greets the Authorities of the province and goes into the Church where he pronounces a speech during the service. So we continue our visit to Santiago: all the centre is a monument and I can say that this town is one of the most beautiful all over Europe.

We walk first to the Puerta del Camino (way gate), along this street we find Churches and Chapels, the atmosphere is unique.

In the afternoon we go to the centre to see the procession: all the centre is full of pilgrims and people.

The statue of the Apostle Santiago is carried through the main streets followed by the Archbishop, bishops, priests, monks and regional and local authorities.

The procession is not very long and rich; in front there are the Giants and the capezudos ( enormous figures with large heads) very popular and characteristic. The capezudos are also called Coco and Coca and are famous figures in the children world to frighten them. In the Cathedral we can see the Botafumeiro censer, that in particular occasions is swung by  the so-called tiraboleiros.

At 9 we walk through a large fun fair and in the evening we can listen to the university students, who play along the main streets

At 11,30 we have our supper and go to bed.

Friday, July 26th 1991         SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA     LA   CORUÑA     LUARCA

In the morning we visit La Coruña, the capital of the region of Galicia. We park near the Castle of Saint Anthony, that nowadays is used as a regional museum of archaeology and local history.

Some Italian tourists are very afraid of Spanish thieves, so they don't leave their campers not guarded and visit the town in two different times.

Our visit to La Coruña starts from the Castle and goes on through the old part of the city, where there is the Romanesque Cathedral of Santa Maria del Campo.

Plaza de Marina Pinta is the centre of the town. This is called the crystal Town because the balcons are closed by large windows to protect them from the wind, which is very strong in La Coruña overall  at the end of the peninsula at the Hercules Tower where we have our dinner.

In the afternoon we drive for a long time and we arrive at 9 in Luarca, a town with a beautiful beach.

The road is beautiful and good. The landscape recalls the Northern countries for the green and for the rios that are like fiords.

In Luarca we park near the port because the road to the beach is closed for works. We park our campers to defend our privacy, so we put our little table to have a common supper like in an Indian camp for the the name day of Anna. Silvia helped by the other girls has prepared cold rice for all.

Saturday, July 27th 1991         LUARCA     OVIEDO     SANTILLANA

We have to drive at 8,30, but Giacomino suggests a delay to have the possibility of buying paiella, a special Spanish dish.

At 10 we leave the beautiful port of Luarca and use a mountainous and winding but large road. Mountains are green and full of trees; at 12,30 we pass through Oviedo towards Santillana de Mar. We pass near the National Park of Picos de Europa.

In the afternoon  we stop at Comillas, where we visit the Caprice, built by Gaudi in 1882-85. It is a beautiful and fancy house, nowadays used as a restaurant.

At 7 we arrive at Santillana de Mar, it is a very beautiful medieval town, where you can breathe the medieval atmosphere because all the houses, buildings and palaces were built during the Middle Ages. and the Renaissance.

We walk along the old village, where there are a lot of tourists and some cows walk along the streets. Old and new are well mixed. In Santillana you can feel in another time; it is a very charming village.

Tomorrow we'll visit it better. 

Sunday, July 28th 1991         SANTILLANA   SANTANDER     CASTRO  URDIALES

First we walk to visit the monastery Santa Juliana, built  in the XII, XIII and XIV century. We can enter the Church because there is a  Mass in Spanish.

In the transept there is the grave of Santa Juliana. The altarpiece (retablo) is very beautiful. At 10 we go to Altamira to visit the museum. The grottoes, where there are the world famous paintings, are opened only to people who request the visit eight months before. We can visit a didactic museum with the reproduction of the paintings. The paintings are about bisons, horses and deer; the colours are red, black and ochre.

Before leaving Santillana, we  visit an exhibition about the instruments of torture used by the Catholic Inquisition.

At 1 o' clock we stop some kilometres before Santander; we taste some shellfish offered by a group of Spaniards.

After Santander we follow the national road running along the coast, which is made up of abrupt cliffs, here and there the cliffs repair beaches  of sparkling golden sands, cleansed by the endless action of the waves.

We  stop at Castro Urdiale, a very beautiful town on a beach crowned by steep rocks. We have a swim and I visit some grottoes communicating between one another. On a rock peninsula there is a beautiful gothic church, built according to the design of some gothic French churches. A youth British orchestra is doing a rehearsal of a concert.

The interior is typical: very near the church there is a Castle, where there is a lighthouse. During the night it is illuminated and so the landscape is marvellous.

Monday, July 29th 1991      CASTRO  URDIALES     BILBAO     GUERNICA     SAN  SEBASTIAN     LOURDES

At 7 we start our long way, but we have to drive slowly for one hour  because before Bilbao there is not the highway.

At 10 o' clock we are in Guernica, where we visit the Casa de Juntas (General Assembly).

Guernica was the meeting place of the towns and villages of the province of Biscaya. The sessions of Old Assembly were held around a tree.

After we visit the Museum of the bombardment of the 26th of April 1937 by German and Italian planes and 1.830 people died and 800 were injured.

A sector of the museum is dedicated to the famous painting made by Picasso and kept in the museum of  Prado.

The road going to Likeitio and Deba in mountainous, but offers beautiful landscapes and rocky and sandy beaches. We drive to the centre of San Sebastian without stopping and getting off our campers. We see the Cathedral, the Paseo de la Concha, along the beach with the same name. In front we see Urgull Mount with a museum on the top. Our visit lasts half an our and after we drive to France directly.

We use the motorway until Bayonne, where we follow the road 117 until Lourdes.

At 11,30 we arrive at Lourdes where we prepare spaghetti with oil, garlic and parsley, because it's our last night with Giacomino, Rosa and Francesca.

Tuesday, July 30th 1991      LOURDES

At 9 we walk to visit the Sanctuary, the most important place of pilgrimage all over the world. The Esplanade is the centre of the religious town on the left of the river Gave. The huge spot is the place for the most important religious events. In front of the Esplanade there is the Basilica preceded by two elliptic ramps.

In 1958 an underground Church was consecrated by the cardinal Roncalli (future Pope John XXIII). Some years ago a new Church was built, it looks a football match stadium.

The grotto is the focal centre, everybody goes there to touch the grotto and see the statue of Our Lady. A lot of people drink the water of which is coming from the source discovered by Bernadette in 1858.

At 12 we greet Giacomino's family leaving to Italy. In the afternoon we go to see the procession of the Eucharist; 10.000 people with 500 handicapped march around the Esplanade for a final benediction. I am excited in front of so many people on wheelchairs displaying a great faith. 

In the evening we see another procession in the Esplanade. There are more than 30.000 people and the most part is holding a lit candle. It is very suggestive and exciting. Generally the people coming from different countries is organised by Catholic organisations. 

During the day a lot of normal and sick people queue in different rows to have a bath in the Saint Water coming from the Source.

Wednesday, July 31st  1991      LOURDES   TOULOUSE     MONPELLIER     AIGUES MORTES

In the early morning Chella and Grazia go to the mass and after Luigi and I go to visit the underground Basilica during an international mass. It is another astonishing spectacle: the beauty of the building is united with the great number of faithful both normal and handicapped on wheelchairs.

The national road to Toulouse, Carcassone, Narbonne,  Montpellier is beautiful and comfortable. At 6 we arrive at Camargue. The landscape is very particular: lakes, canals, rivers, dunes, dams, marshes and a lot of birds.

The little towns of Aigues Mortes (dead waters) is very charming; it is surrounded by well maintained walls built in the XIII century. It was founded by the King Louis IX, the future Saint Louis, who started from this port for the 7th and 8th  Crusade. The Constance Tower is a powerful and cylindrical tower. On the top there is a little tower once used as lighthouse.

In the evening after a walk in the centre, full of crowds of tourists, we go to the arena where there is the spectacle Toros et piscine (bulls and swimming pool).

In the arena there is a cow or a bull and young people call its attention, but they have to avoid their horns. If someone can enter in the swimming pool, located in the centre of the arena, has a reward.

There a fun sight, young and old people participate happily to this game; they have bulls in the blood.

Thursday, August  1st  1991      AIGUES MORTES     CAMARGUE

We drive to Le Grau du Roi; along the road we go into a large vineyard, where we can visit the cellars, taste the wine and buy it. Grau du Roi is a very modern little town with an arena for bulls. The Port of Grau du Roi is very well planned for tourists and for the owners of a second house. Generally every house has a little terrace on the sea with a parking place for the personal yacht.

At Pont de Grau some kilometres before les Saintes Maries, we visit the information centre, near the ornithological park.

From a large window we can see a lot of birds using our binoculars. In particular we can see the famous pink flamingos, egrets and various kinds of ducks. In the afternoon we drive to les Saintes Maries and we walk along the coast and along the lake, where in certain part water is from two metre to 20 centimetre deep.

A lot of birds are living here, many tourists are riding horses, fitted for this kind of excursion.

Two young thieves have broken the door lock of Luigi's camper.

We drive to the museum of Camargue and we walk along a path which shows fields cultivated with rice, lots of cows and bulls and an old hut used by farmers looking after this area.

We go back to Les Saintes Maries, where we sleep near some campers.

Friday, August  2nd  1991      CAMARGUE      MARSEILLE     BRIGNOLES

In the morning we visit the fortified church in the centre of Les Saintes Maries. It was fortified to defend the tombs of the Saintes Maries. Inside there is also the statue of Saint Sarah, very much venerated by gypsies and considered their Patron. In  spring there is a very important pilgrimage, made by gypsies coming from all over Europe. In the morning we stop here and there in beautiful viewpoints and we visit the little museum Capelière about the flora and the fauna of the Camargue.

Before our lunch we pass more than half an hour in two observatories of birds and after we walk along a path  in the  lagoons, where we meet two horses. In the afternoon we drive to the salt marshes at Salin de Girauds.

From a viewpoint we can see the salt marshes with a reddish colour because the saturation is at high level just a few weeks before collecting sea salt.

And what happens! Luigi thinks that a Danish man sleeping in a four wheel car is dead, everyone believes this and a Frenchman goes to the police, but after some minutes we go down, we call him loudly and he comes back alive. Miracle.

At the Palissade there is a small museum and another path. The Rhône is very near, large and strong.

Five kilometres onwards there is a very large and endless sandy beach. The wind is very strong and it disturbs and amuses us in the same time.

Using a small ferry boat we take the road to Marseille and Aix en Provence. We stop at Brignoles, hundred kilometres before Nice.

Saturday, August  3rd   1991      CAMARGUE      MARSEILLE     BRIGNOLES GHEDI

We drive to Cannes where we pass through the centre, the famous Croisette with the Festival and the Congress Palace. But there is no parking place, so we don't stop.

Italy looks poorer than France; we can't go into the motorway in Ventimiglia, so after a ten kilometre queue, at Bordighera we take the motorway to Ghedi, where we arrive at 7 o' clock.

